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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hunstanton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


annual  PUBLIC  HEALTH  REPORT  1959. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your 
information  a copy  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1959  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  the  public . health  of  the  District. 

Area,  (in  acres)  : 1498  (including  434  acres  of  Foreshore). 


Registrar  General’s  Estimate 

of  resident  population  s 4660 

Estimated  number  of  Americans  living 

in  the  Urban  District  : 1130 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according 

to  Rate  Books  : 1437 

Rateable  value  and  sum  represented  by  £77? 917 

a penny  rate  : £313 

Social  Condition,  including  the  ohief 
industries  carried  on  in  the  area  and 
the  extent  of  unemployment  : None 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

IVL 

Legitimate. 

138 

74 

Illegitimate. 

_Z 

Jk 

' j 

145 

78 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate. 

2 

1 

Illegitimate. 

- 

- 

147 

79 

DEATHS 

Deaths  from  all 
causes. 

61 

23 

F.  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  resident 
64  Population  and 

^ Americans  1959  - 25.4 

c-.  Area  comparability 

' Factor  - Births  0.92 


1 Rate  per  1,000  (total 

live  and  still)  births 

___  13.6 

68 


Rate  per  1,000 
38  estimated  population 
13.1 


Area  comparability 
Factor  - Deaths  0.90 


Deaths  from  ) 

puerperal  causes  : (including  abortion)  NIL 

Puerperal  sepsis  : - ) 

Other  puerperal  ) 

causes.  - ) NIL 

TOTAL  M. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age;  3 2 

Legitimate.  2 1 

Illegitimate.  1 1 


F. 

1 

1 


1 


Total  N4  F. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age.  3 21 

Legitimate.  2 11 

Illegitimate.  1 1 - 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age.  .2  1 1 

Legitimate.  1 1 

Illegitimate.  1 1 - 

DEATH  RATE.  All  infants,  per  1*000  live  births.  20.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births.  13.8 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births.  6.9' 

Totals  JL  £4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  9 18 

Measles  (all  ages)  - - 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  a_,e)  - - 

Particulars  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during 
the  year  which  has  been  received  or  required  comment.  HONE 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year  i any 
conditions  of  occupation  or  environment,,  which  appear  to 
have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  healths  or  any  evidence, 
statistical  or  otherwise,  that  unemployment  has 
excercised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or 
physique  of  children  or  adults.  NONE 


SECTION  B."  G-eneral  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


1.  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health;  one  whole-time 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  Two  District  Nurses. 

2.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities  s None  other  than  Medical 

Research  Council  Laboratory 
at  the  Norwich  City 
Isolation  Hospital. 


(b)  Ambulance  Facilities  s 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  home  s 


For  non-infect ious  and 
accident  cases  a Daimler 
Motor  Ambulance  is  provided 
by  a local  Committee  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
and  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  conjointly  for  use 
in  the  District.  It  is 
worked  by  a Local  Committee 
and  is  self-supporting  as 
far  as  possible.  (After 
1/5/48  taken  over  by  the 
Norfolk  County  Council, but 
run  for  them  by  the  Committee 
referred  to  above). 

The  District  Nurses  undertake 
this. 


U)  Treatment  Centres  and  This  work  is  undertaken  at 
Clinics,  including  clinics  the  King’s  Lynn  Hospital, 
solely  for  diagnosis  or 
consult at  ion. 

(e)  Hospitals,  Public  and  None,  other  than  the  King's 
Voluntary.  Lynn  Hospital. 
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SECTION  C 


sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area, 


1.  STAFF  . . . 

Following  the  resignation  of  Mr.  A.  Hughes  in 
November,  1950,  the  post  of  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the 
Council  was  vacant  until  April,  1959  when  Mr.  D.G.H.  Bruce 
was  appointed.  Mr.  Bruce's  service  terminated  with  his 
unfortunate  death  in  August, 1959.  Mr. A. C. Gittens  was 
subsequently  appointed  Public  Health  Inspector  and  commenced 
his  duties  on  December  1st,  1959. 

The  frequent  changes  in  personnel  and  the  long, 
period  (some  six  months)  when  there  was  no  public  health 
inspector  has  inevitably  brought  a reduction  in  the  amount 
of  public  health  work,  particularly  in  the  routine  inspection 
of  premises  under  the  various  Acts  and  Regulations. 

Meat  and  food  inspection  has  been  carried  out  by  a 
qualified  inspector  by  arrangement  with  the  Docking  Rural 
District  Council.  Other  duties  of  a technical  character  in 
connection  with  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  public 
conveniences  and  housing  management  have  been  carried  out  by 
the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

2.  SEWERAGE  and  sewage  disposal. 

Referring  to  my  last  Annual  Report  on  this  subject, 

I regret  to  note  no  practical  progress  has  been  made  for  the 
provision  of  new  sewage  disposal  works.  I am  informed  that 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  notified  the 
Council  that  an  Exchequer  Grant  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies 
and  Sewerage  Acts  can  only  be  granted  in  respect  of  the  costs 
of  the  Scheme  attributable  to  St.  Mary’s  Ward  - a very  small 
proportion  of  the  total  cost.  In  view  of  this  decision  the 
Council  has  instructed  the  Consulting  Engineers  to  report  on 
the  question  of  extending  the  Outfall  further  seawards  and 
this  Report  is  awaited. 

I would  once  again  emphasise  that  in  my  opinion  the 
provision  of  new  sewage  disposal  works  is  of  utmost  and  urgent 
importance,  particularly  in  view  of  the  housing  development  on 
two  estates,  the  conversion  of  existing  houses  into  flats  and 
the  expansion  oi*  caravan  sites  with  the  Urban  District. 

The  existing  works  were  operated  as  efficiently  as 
possible  during  the  year  and  fortunately  no  serious  troubles 
were  experienced. 

The  sewer  at  the  rear  of  Couth  Beach  Road  has 
continued  to  give  frequent  trouble  during  the  year,  owing  to 
its  insufficient  fall  and  size,  but  it  is  understood  that  the 
provision  of  a new  sewer  is  tied  up  with  the  provision  of  new 
sewage  disposal  works. 

All  premises  within  the  Urban  District  are  provided 
with  proper  water  closets  and  are  connected  to  the  sewerage 
system,  except  for  nine  isolated  properties  which  have  either 
septic  tana  or  cesspool  drainage.  Some  trouble  was  experienced 
with  some  of  these  drainage  systems. 
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3 . REFUSE  COLLECTION  ,iHD  DISPOSAL 

House  refuse  was  collected  weekly  throughout  the  year 
and  more  frequent  collections  were  made  during  the  summer 
months  from  hotels’  and  food  premises.  The  collection  was 
continued  as  last  year  with  an  18  cu.yd.  dual-tip  rear  loading 
vehicle  in  permanent  use  manned  by  a driver-loader  and  three 
loaders,  this  was  augmented  as  occasion  required  with  a 
7 cu.yd.  side-loading  vehicle  and  two  men. 

Disposal  continued  at  the  Thornham  Tip  in  the  Docking 
Rural  District  and  at  Redgate  Tip.  Rodent  and  insect  control 
was  carried  out  as  and  when  necessary. 

47  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse. 

4.  WATER  SUPPLY 


The  amount  of  water  pumped  during  1959  was  131,636,000 
gallons,  compared  with  126,478,000  gallons  in  1958.  The 
amount  per  month  varied  from  a peak  of  '14,631,000  gallons  in 
August,  compared  with  13,476,000  gallons  in  August  1958,  to  a 
minimum  of  8,229,000  gallons  in  March,  compared  with 
8,390,000  gallons  in  April,  1956* 

Of  the  131 , 636 , 000  gallons  pumped,  24,891,600  were 
supplied  to  the  Docking  Rural  District,  the  consumption  for 
the  Hunstanton  Urban  District  being  106,744,400  gallons, 
compared  with  101,846,500  gallons  in  1958. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  by  the 
Water  Engineer  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
year,  the  results  being  as  shown  in t he  following  summary  :- 


Before  or 

After 

Chlorination 

No.  of 

samples 

taken. 

RESULTS 

"Highly 

satisfactory" 

"Satisfac- 
tory. " 

"Suspicious " 

"Unsatis- 
factory" , 

Before 

15 

5 

3 

2 

5 

After 

9 

9 

- 

- 

- 

As  will  be  seen  from  these  results,  the  samples  of 
water  taken  after  chlorination  and  as  supplied  to  the  general 
public  were  "Highly  Satisfactory". 

5.  PUBLIC  LAVATORIES 

The  Council  controls  seven  blocks  of  lavatories, 
two  blocks  have  "wash  and  brush-up"  facilities  and  other  blocks 
have  hand  rinse  facilities.  A further  convenience  block  is 
being  constructed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  cleanliness 
and  repair  of  the  conveniences  was  kept  under  constant 
supervision. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AMD  HOUSING-  ACTS, 


Nuisance So  drainage , etc. 

Inspections  totalling  71  were  made  in  connection 
with  the  enforcement  of  sections  92/93  (nuisance 
abatement),  section  39  (drainage  and  cesspools)  and 
section  75  (dustbins),  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  necessary  work  was  achieved  by  informal  action  and  no 
statutory  notices  were  served. 

7.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING-  SITES, 

Eleven  licences  under  section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  were  issued  during  the  year  for  sites  for 
moveable  dwellings.  Two  of  these  related  to  single 
caravans,  one  of  which  was  stationed  for  a few  months  only. 
The  other  licences  covered  a total  of  765  mobile  trailer 
caravans  for  occupation  during  the  summer  months  only.  38 
visits  were  made  in  supervision  of  the  conditions  of  the 
caravans  and  sites. 

The  two  Council-owned  sites  continue  to 
function  and  now  provide  accommodation  for  276  caravans. 

8.  RODENT  CONTROL, 

The  figures  relating  to  rodent  control  work  are 
given  in  the  following  table  which  is  on  the  lines  of 
returns  submitted  in  previous  years  to  t he  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  Ministry  has  relinquished  its  duties  to  a large  extent 
in  connection  with  rodent  control  and  it  is  now  the  local 
authorities  sole  responsibility  to  enforce  the  eradication 
of  rodents  from  buildings  and  lands  and  to  continue  the 
treatments  of  sewers  against  rats. 


Type  of  property. 


Local  Dwelling 

Busine  ss 

Agricul- 

Authority.  Houses. 

Premi  ses. 

tural. 

Total. 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  : 

(a)  notification 

— 

75 

7 

- 

82 

CbJ  survey 

9 

1 

- 

2 

12 

(c)  otherwise 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

9 

77 

7 

2 

95 

Total  inspections 
carried  out. 

94 

531 

67  . . 

2 

694 

No.  of  properties 
found  to  be 

infested  by  : 

(a)  Rats  Major 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Minor 

7 

72 

4 

2 

85 

(b)  Mice  Major 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

9 

77 

7 

2 

95 

No.  of  properties 
treated  by  L.  A. 

9 

77 

7 

93 

Total  treatments 
carried  out. 

13 

77 

9 

- 

99 
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9.  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 


There  is  one  open  air  swimming  pool  in  the 
district  controlled  by  the  Council,  the  water  being 
filtered  and  chlorinated  sea  water. 

10.  Factories  acts,  1937  to  1959. 

Prescribed  -particulars  on  the,  administration  of  the 

Factories  Act„  1957. 

PART  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  the  -purposes  of  'provisions  as  to 
health. 


(i)  Factories  in  which 

STo . on 

I ns pec- 

i Written 

Occupiers 

sections  1s293j4?  and 

register. 

tions . 

notices. 

prosecuted. 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.  A. 

- 

. 

• 

. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  section 
7 is  enforced  by  L.A. 

18 

1 

■ aflw— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced 
by  L.A. 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Total 

20 

3 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found.  NIL 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act 

3.  Outwork. 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 
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SECTION  D, 


HOUSING 


1 . Council  Houses 

The  Council  owns  a total  of  165  dwellings,  of  which  157 
have  been  constructed  post-war.  Of  these,  8 aged  persons’*  flats 
were  completed  during  1959.  The  remaining  eight  dwellings,  of 
pre-war  construction,  have  come  into  the  Council’s  ownership 
other  than  through  Part  V provisions  of  the  Housing  Act. 

Housing  Management. 

152  visits  were  paid  to  Council  houses  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  maintenance,  tenant  welfare  and  general 
management.  Approximately  one  fifth  of  the  visits  were  made  to 
investigate  complaints  regarding  .fireplaces  and  flues. 

2 . Private  Houses 

The  number  of  private  houses  completed  during  the  year 
was  45.  A number  of  these  were  built  for  letting  to  members  of 
the  United  States  Forces. 

3.  Improvement  Grants. 

Six  applications  for  discretionary  grants  were  received, 
and  four,  covering  work  to  the  value  of  £499,  were  approved 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these,  one  was  a re-submission 
in  respect  of  a scheme  previously  approved  in  1958* 

Three  applications  for  standard  grants  were  received, one 
of  v/hich  was  approved  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Twelve  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  improvement 
grant  work. 

4*  Rent  Act,  1957 

One  application  for  a certificate  of  disrepair  was 
received  but  no  certificate  was  subsequently  issued. 

SECTION  E.  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

1 . Milk  Pis tribu tion. 

There  are  no  milk  producers  in  the  district,  three 
registered  distributors  were  granted  licenses  to  deal  in 
designated  milks. 

Six  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken;  five  from 
dealers  and  one  from  the  local  primary  school.  All  samples 
reached  the  standard  for  pasteurised  milk  on  examination  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Norwich. 

2 • Ice  Cream. 

Thirty  one  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  or 
storage  of  ice-cream  and  one  of  them  is  also  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of.  ice-cream. 
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3.  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and  Preserved  Poods. 

Five  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  sausages  and  preserved  foods , all  being  part  of 
butchers’  premises. 

4.  Food  Premise s. 

No  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  has  been 
possible  during  the  year.  Because  of  this  it  is  not  possible 
to  say  with  complete  accuracy  how  many  food  premises  of  the 
various  types  there  are  in  the  district  and  the  list  which 
appeared  in  last  year's  report  is  reproduced.  It  is 
understood  there  has  been  no  radical  change  in  the  ' 
position. 


Cafes  and  restaurants  25 
Sweets  and  confectionery  21 
General  provisions  20 
Licensed  premises  12 
Licensed  club  premises  6 
Fruit  and  vegetables  6 
Butchers  5 
Bakehouses  2 
Shell  fish  2 
Dairies  • 1 
Fishmongers  2 
Fried  Fish  Shops  4 
Mineral  water  factory  1 
Slaughterhouse  1 
Beer  bottling  and  storage  1 


5.  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Me  at  and  other  food 
Items  found  to  be  unfit. 

The  following  weights  of  meat  and  other  food  were 
rejected  at  the  slaughterhouse  or  certified  elsewhere,  as 
being. unfit  for  human  consumption  : 69  visits  were  made  for 

the  purpose  of  inspecting  meat  and  other  food. 


Item 

Weight 

Reasons  for  rejection 

Ox  and  pig  livers 

390  lb 

Distomatosis,  cirrhosis, 
bacterial  infections. 

Ox  and  pig  heads  & tongues. 

55  lb 

Actinobacillosis  and 
tube  rcuiosis. 

Veal  carcase  and  organs. 

28  lb 

Pyaemia. 

Fresh  Beef. 

6l  lb 

Bruising  and  taint. 

Frozen  or  chilled  beef. 

220  lb 

Decomposition  and  taint. 

Canned  beef,  pork  and  ham. 

258  lb 

Blown  cans  and  decomposition. 

Canned  fruit  and  vegetables. 

54  lb 

Blown  or  damaged  cans. 

Total  : 

9 cwt.  58 

lb 

Condemned 

food  is  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the 

Council’s  refuse  disposal  site 

• 
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The  following  table  gives, in  the  usual  manner,  the 
details  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected  during  the  year. 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 


Carcases  and  offal 

inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part. 

C a o 1 1 e 

Sheep 

excl. 

Cows.  Calves.  and  Pigs.  Horses. 

.cows. 

lambs. 

Number  killed 

139 

- 

1 

19 

21+5 

- 

Number  inspected 

139 

- 

1 

19 

245 

- 

All  diseases  except 

tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis. 

* ■ 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

- 

- . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  ’which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

43 

7 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis. 

30.9 

100.0 

2.8 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

3 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1.2 

- 

Cysticercosis  only. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

; 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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SECTION  G.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1959 

Disease  Total  cases  Cases  admit,ted  Total 

Notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  - - , - 

Whooping  Cough  - - - 

Measles  47  - 

Jaundice  - 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis.  11 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1959. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age. 

Period.  Respiratory. 

Non 

Respiratory. 

Non. 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

0 

1 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

5 

15 

25 

1 

_ 

- 

35 

45 

- 11 

__ 

•—  — ""  — 

55 

65 

- and 
upwards 

- 

1 2 

- - 

- - 

W.E.H.  BULL,  M.R.  C.  S.  , L.R.C.  P.  , M.B.  , 
B.  Ch.  , (Cantab). 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

"Waverley" , 

12,  Lincoln  Street, 
HUNSTANTON. 


Telephone 


Hunstanton  24 


T 


